82.   THE LAW OF FRIENDSHIP

Many Hindus have been offended by Maulana Hasrat Mohani's
speech about the Moplahs.' Some Congress workers in Madras
have written letters2 complaining against him- It would be better
for the reader to pay attention to neither side. The Maulana
takes one view while the Hindus of Malabar take another. The
Maulana, assuming a certain state of affairs, is applying the law of
war to it- The Hindus of Malabar have described the situation as
they believe it to be, and have protested against the Maulana's
remarks. The Maulana considers that the Moplahs had started a
jehad and, according to the rules of jehad, those who help the
enemy become enemies themselves. The Hindus gave information
to the Government's officers and, therefore, became enemies; in
such circumstances, the Moplahs would have fought even Muslims3
let alone Hindus. The Malabar Hindus say : "The Moplah up-
rising cannot be called a war, or, even if it is regarded as war,
Hindus, who are themselves slaves, cannot be regarded as enemies.
Even if some Hindus, to protect their lives, reported the where-
abouts of the Moplahs, they should not for that reason be regarded
as enemies; if, nevertheless, they are so in the eyes of the Moplahs,
at least their women and children and their temples should remain
inviolate. All Hindus should not be regarded as enemies because
of a few. What the Moplahs have done does not exemplify neigh-
bourliness nor have they followed the law of war. Defence of the
Moplahs is not justified and is likely to create suspicion in the minds
of the Hindus/' I think this argument is reasonable, but I do not
blame the Maulana, He looks upon the British Government as
an enemy. He would defend anything done in fighting it. He
thinks that there is much untruth in what is being said against
the Moplahs and he is, therefore, not prepared to see their error.
I believe that this is his narrowness, but it should not hurt the Hindus.
The Maulana speaks what is in his mind. He is an honest and
courageous man. All know that he has no ill will against the Hindus.

1 Burins: their uprising in August 1921, the Moplahs had committed atrocities
on the Hindus and Hasrat Mohani in his Presidential speech at the Muslim League
session in Ahmedabad, had justified their conduct as legitimate retaliation.
2 For excerpts from two of these letters, vide footnote 1 to e'Hindus and
Moplahs", 26-1-1922,'